
Disrupt the Census 

Why the Census is still wrong, with a major nod to Richard Rodriguez,  

Author of Brown: The Last Discovery of America (2002). 

The U.S. Census is about to knock on your door. While it is unlawful for you NOT to answer, and unlawful 

for you NOT to participate in the filling out the Census form, you still have the opportunity to subvert the 

data. Here are the seven (7) main things that are incorrect, incomplete, and incomprehensible about the 

2020 Census:  

1) There is only one ‘Ethnic’ category, and it’s an either/or: You are either Hispanic, or you are not; 

2) There are only two sexes (the binary choice of male/female); there is no gender category; there is 

no subcategory or question for sexual orientation or sexual aspiration or practice; there is no box 

for LGBTQ; 

3) There is no question about religious preference; for example, you can’t tell the census that you 

identify as Jewish, or are a practicing Muslim;  

4) There is no question for those from adopted or foster care origins; 

5) There is no ‘Asian’ category as clearly labeled and comparable to ‘White’ or ‘Black’; instead there 

are several country or nationalist groupings that might be construed to be ‘Asian’ such as Chinese, 

Japanese, and Korean, but these are not labeled under a larger category of Asian. And there are 

also at least two semi-obscure listings: Samoan and Chamorro, which appear to be stand-alone 

choices under the non-labeled Asian category; 

6) The ‘White’ category includes a wide group of people from European, Middle Eastern, and North 

African origins – this is just inaccurate and incorrect as a cohesive social, genetic, language, 

cultural, religious, skin color identity, or racial or ethnic group; 

7) The Census still tells us that the categories are a “socio-political construct” that have no basis in 

“anthropological and scientific” data or research. It’s 

been telling us that since SD 15 OMB (1977), and has 

doubled down on the non-scientific nature of the 

Census categories every year since, including 2010 and 

now 2020. 

 

Indeed, as recently as U.S. Census Bureau memo from 2018, 

regarding the 2020 Census, the Associate Director for Decennial 

Census Programs stated, “The OMB standards explain that the 

specified race and ethnicity categories are socio-political 

constructs and should not be interpreted as being scientific or 

anthropological in nature” (Fontenot 1). These OMB (Office of 

Management and Budget) standards have been in place since 

1977, and the non-scientific policy was stated similarly: “These 



classifications should not be interpreted as being scientific or anthropological in nature . . .” (OMB par. 1). 

Meaning that bureaucrats created the Census race and ethnicity categories, not sociologist, 

anthropologists, or scientists of any kind.  

 

If this is the case, then why should we participate in the Census? 

 

In his memoir Brown: The Last Discovery of America (2002), Richard Rodriguez identifies as “queer, 

Catholic, Indian, Spaniard” (35). In so doing, he includes four valences of identity: sexual orientation, 

religion, race, and ethnicity. These are the crucial markers for him in the larger questions of who he is, and 

where he is from. Are they listed in order of importance? It’s hard to know with Rodriguez, but assuming 

he’s as subversive as ever, one could guess otherwise. Indeed the most radical notion that he develops in 

Brown is that he is indigenous, as in Native, as in ‘Indian’ because his original ‘people’ were from the tribes 

of central Mexico – Maya and Aztec, and as such were “here before the Mayflower . . . we were here when 

here was there” (109). He is of course referring to pre-Columbian, continental Mexico that ranged from the 

Yucatan all the way north to Utah, covering all of Mexico, western Texas, ‘New’ Mexico, Arizona, and 

California, until about 1836 after the Mexican-American War redrew the borders, as the Spanish-colonizers 

were finally thrown out in favor of the Anglo colonizers, and an odd-ball assortment of pioneers, gold 

diggers, and Mormons.  

 

In regard to the ethnicity question, Rodriguez and many others in his community strongly question why 

‘Hispanic’ is deemed an ‘Ethnicity’ but not a ‘Race’; it seems like a demotion or second-class ranking. 

Others question why no one else gets to list their ethnicity; for example, immigrants from Poland, Russia, 

Ukraine, Italy, Ireland, France, Turkey, Morocco, Lebanon, Israel, or Greece are all simply ‘White.’ To address 

these discrepancies, the Census could ask the experts – scientists and anthropologists, about a more 

accurate way for people to classify themselves according to genetic and/or cultural identity. As is the 

Census questionnaire is still very flawed and the data it collects will be inaccurate if not incorrect.   
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